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Fish diseases in the dealers’ 
tanks are still too common.

When not informed, many 
beginners will buy these 
Lemon Tetras 
(Hyphessobrycon 
pulchripinnis) severely 
infected by white spots 
(Ichthyophthirius multifiliis).

A first sustainable act would be 
to invite all the sellers to have a 
quarantine room where ill fish 
could be stocked until they’re 
cured.



The Clown Loach (Chromobotia macracanthus) appears in every aquarium store. This is one of the most sold  
‘exotic’ fishes, because of its beautiful shape and bright colours when young (this will disappear when the 
fish gets old).

Around 50 millions of wild-caught juveniles are exported each year from Indonesia.

Is it reasonnable to continue to sell this fish to anyone, when knowing that the huge majority will end in a too 
small aquarium?



Caridina woltereckae, the Harlequin shrimp, is one of the recent shrimps brought to the 
hobby from Sulawesi, an indonesian province located  on the New Guinea island.

Many shrimps in this area are endemics to lakes (e.g. Caridina dennerli — previously 
known as Caridina sp. « Kardinale » —, from Lake Matano) and are very difficult to keep 
and to breed. The overfishing of these species could cause their rapid extinction in the wild.



Would a ban of some wild-caught fishes be effective?

Not that sure. For instance, there are some programs such as the ‘Piaba Project’ to help the 
locals to preserve the environment of the Cardinal Tetra (Paracheirodon axelrodi) near the 
city of Barcelos (Brazil).

Unfortunately, it remains impossible to control how the cardinal tetras are caught in the 
other places of the Amazonian region where they live, including Colombia, Brazil and 
Venezuela.

So, buying a wild-caught cardinal tetra can be a good thing… or a bad thing.



The MAC (Marine Aquarium Council) certificate gives the opportunity to the shops to 
show how responsible they are to select their fishes.

This initiative should be backed with force and encouraged. We can hope that, one day, 
such a certificate will be set for the freshwater aquarium.



While it’s still worth to sell wild-caught fishes in the marine industry, some producers and 
some petshops have decided to take the chance with captive-bred species.

Now, we can even find commercial strains of some fishes, such as these Black Clownfishes 
(Amphiprion ocellaris « Black »).



A ‘Freshwater Aquarium Council’ could be a good idea 
to encourage the aquarium industry to change.

As the environment seems to be more considered these 
last years, we can see some manufacturers developing 
new products spending less energy.

A captive-bred juvenile of Hypancistrus zebra is shown 
on this photograph. But wild-caud specimens have been 
abusively collected for years and the high prices asked 
for this species were a big shame.

Aquarium hobbyists must be responsible and refuse 
such a practice by boycotting wild-caught fish in that 
specific case.



The construction of the Belo Monte hydroelectric dam will 
probably exterminate many rheophile fish species, endemic to 
the rio Xingu.



Ice is melting too fast and in a too large scale. Is the global warming responsible? Even if 
the future could reveal one day it was a natural phenomenon, we must change our way of 
spending the energy. The aquarium is also concerned.



Eheim is one of the first aquarium 
manufacturers to have understood the hobby 
must change to adapt to the new challenges 
of the future.
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Large tanks with traditionnal lightings are still common in the aquarium industry. But are 
they still that popular?



Nano-tanks are now taking advantage and are sold more and more.



Aquarium shops are now trying to sell more shrimps and nano-tanks. Because of a 
lower price and some beaufitul animals easy to keep, they’re looking for new 

customers.



Tetra meets a huge success with its new 
product, the « Tetra Betta Bowl ».

A partnership with a french Anabantoid 
association (CIL) helps the customers to learn 
more about the Siamese Fighting Fish and how 
to keep it properly.

This kind of initiative, allying manufacturers 
and serious hobbyists, should be encouraged 
and developed.



The Galaxy Danio (Danio margaritatus) can live without heater all year long. It can stand temperatures 
below 10°C. Thanks to its small size, it suits perfectly in the nano-tank.



It’s not always true that the nano-aquarium is more eco-responsible than the big one. Because it greatly 
depends on what we put inside. For instance, the small and very beautiful Sundadanio axelrodi needs soft 
and acidic water and a high temperature (not below 24°C).



The Red Cherry shrimp (Caridina heteropoda heteropoda var.) can be considered as an excellent eco-host for the 
aquarium: it can feed on oak leaves, don’t need necessarly a filter and can live in many water types. Finally, this is one 
of the rare animals that could be used in a tank free of equipment, as long as it’s placed in a lighty room.

It’s also very colourful and popular. It could easily replace the Goldfish or the Siamese Fighting fish…



The Crystal Red shrimp (Caridina cf. cantonensis var.) requires a soft and acidic water, with medium 
temperatures. Depending on the region where you live,  it can be a perfect host for a nano-tank.



Paratilapia sp. « Andapa » is threatened in Madagascar. Thanks to some Cichlids associations, such as 
the AMC in France, the « species » is kept and bred to be spread amongst the hobbyists. If a law 
forbidding the largest aquariums was to be voted, could we be able to save this fish?



Aphanius fasciatus has disappeared in various places in Europe,  because of the massive destruction of its 
habitat. For the french territory, it’s only located on the eastern coast of the Corsica island.



A biotope of Aphanius fasciatus in Corsica.



A view of the saltwater lake where I found a colony of Aphanius fasciatus.



Sandelia capensis, an endangered South-African endemic Anabantidae, is kept by some aquarists and 
was even bred in captivity.

Dr Jim Cambray, Curator of the Albany Museum (Grahamstown, SA), asked for help the international 
aquarium community.



To help raising funds, some products like T-shirts and 
posters were initiated by Jim Cambray as well as the 
CIL in the 1990’s.
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Initiatives for the conservation of endangered 
species concern all the aquarium associations. But 
it should concern all the aquarium hobbyists.

This is probably the best sustainable act to do to 
be sure our hobby won’t be considered as a 
danger for the environment.
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