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From the side this fish bears some resemblance to F. heteroclitus : but the
liead is smaller, and seen from above head and shoulders are more com-
pressed.  Head somewhat narrow and pointed, about one fourth of the total
length, or a little more than the depth of the body : erown flattened. Snout
comparatively narrow, blunt, as long as the eye. Mouth medium, lower jaw
Jonger, upper protractile. Teeth conieal, hooked, in bands, outer series
larger; pharyngeal with a shoulder, median swollen and molar-like. Eye
large, as long as snout, one fourth of the head, two thirds to three fifths of
the interorbital space. Dorsal origin near the wmiddle of the total length, a

little farther forward than that of the anal. Anal base shorter than that of
dorsal, opposed, fin rays more often longer and reaching farther back. On
large males the anal becomes long, pointed on the lower angle and con-
cave on the outer (hinder) margin. Both dorsal and anal vary greatly
with age and sex. Ventrals small, not reaching the anal. Pectorals small,
short, broad. Caudal broad, two thirds the length of the head, subtruncate.
All fins longer on males. Oviduct produced but little on the first ray of the
anal, a prominent flap at each side of the bases of the anterior rays. 1f
straightened the intestine would reach to the end of the caundal.

Olivaceous, puncticulate with brown. Old males become very dark on
the upper surfaces, A more or less distinet band of brown along the flanks,
fading anteriorly, With or without numerous vertical bars on the flank ; in
some cases each bar is broken into three, forming three longitudinal series
of spots. Seales commonly darker on their edges. A silvery tint along the
sides is not rave. Cheeks and belly with a metallic lusire. Some of the
males are very dark, have the dorsal and anal fins considerably elongated,
and the borders of these fins light colored, while the middle is cvossed by
cloudings or a band of black puncticulation. Largest specimen three and
three fourths inches in length.

California and southward.

Var. labialis has the same coloration, but seems to possess a few more
seales and fin rays, The variability of the species is so great, however, that
these features are hardly sufficient to distinguish it.

Guatemala.



