
Part 2: 

 

Let‘s collect some fish! 

What‘s about? 

 
About selecting fish and collecting them  

About treatment of collected fish on a trip  

About preparing collected fish for a shipment  



What methods to collect? 

Depending mainly on the habitat 



 



Collect this way,… 



not that… 



 





 



What we are controling in the 
photo tank: 

1. Species 

2. Sex 

3. Health 

4. Size 

 

 



What we are NOT doing: 

1. We are NOT selecting after colour 

2. We are NOT bringing more than one 
fish in the photo tank 

3. We are NOT stressing the fish too 
much 

4. We are NOT placing the photo tank in 
sunlight 

 



Which sex and how many 

1. Goodeids are no Poeciliids, 
means: we need BOTH sexes 

2. Sex ratio of 1:1 up to 1:3 

3. Try at least 12 specimens, so: 6:6, 
4:8 or 3:9 



About size and so on 

1. We suggest a min. size of 2cm TL 

2. Look for parasites, injuries, deformities 
and exclude infected ones 

3. Avoid too big differences in sizes of sex 
(not small females and big males) 

 



How to treat the chosen ones 

1. We suggest to pack them single as 
quick as possible 

2. Use cool drinking water 
3. Label the samples with the number 

corresponding with the location 
4. Bring the fish in a cooler as quick as 

possible 
5. Place the cooler dark in the car 



Wherein to bag 



How to bag fish correctly 

2/3 air 

1/3 water 



..no long breaks while collecting 



..and don‘t drive like that 



Back to the hotel: 

1. Care for the fish 

2. Care for the fish 

3. Rest 

before you go to sleep: 

4. Look again for the fish 

5. But DON‘T feed them 

 



How to care for the fish 

1. Repack them single in fresh drinking 
water in containers with lids 

2. Label the lids correctly (!) 

3. Place them in a cooler to keep them 
dark 



How to care for the fish 

27 27 

Fresh water 
old container 

use same lid 







First thing next morning? 

Care for the fish? 



No, this:  

But THEN care for the fish, at least control them 
…and DON‘T feed them 



How do you do after the second 
day of collecting? 

Same as on the first, but you care first for 
the new caught ones and pack them in 
containers, then care for the ones from 
the day before, but don‘t feed them 



 Daily duties 

1. Control in the morning 

2. Care for the fish in the morning if 
necessary  

3. After sampling, care for fresh fish 
first, care for the others thereafter 

4. And: Don‘t feed them 



Chemicals? 

 

Sometimes necessary: 

 

 

Always helpful: 



Are dead fish precious? 

Yes, for science, so fix dead fish in 70% 
ethanol in small labelled bottles or tubes 



How long can we keep fish like 
that in the hotel? 

We suggest not longer than 2 weeks. 
Especially small ones suffer from not feeding  

Are there exceptions from not feeding? 

We won‘t recommend feeding as it doubles 
work and doubles risks for the fish  



Flying home… 



About the flight home… 

1. Try to avoid long stopovers 

2. Look for airlines that allow to transport 
fish in suitcases 

3. Care for the export papers in time 

4. Care for the import procedures in time 

 



When to pack for the plane?  

In time! We suggest to calculate 3 – 5 
mins per bag or bottle including 

labbeling 





How to pack? 

1. space-saving in small bags or 
bottles 

2. in at least 50ml fresh and cool 
drinking water 

3. safe for the fish 



Space saving e.g. 





At home: 
1. Put the fish into aquariums prepared 

BEFORE you went collecting. 
2. Check the water quality BEFORE you 

put the fish in.  
3. Put the species in separate aquariums. 
4. Then leave them alone  
5. DON‘T feed the first day, start the 

second  



After that: relax, watch your fish and feel happy 



¡Muchas gracias! 


